BIRDVILLE SCHOOL HISTORY QUESTIONNAIRE

If you are responding via e-mail, please reply to birdvillehistory@yahoo.com

Or return by regular mail to Bob Barrage, 208 Van Doren Drive, Natrona Heights PA 15065-2325

Name:

Address:

Phone:

E-mail:

If you were a student, what years did you attend Birdville?

What was your address when you attended Birdville?

Did you walk to school or ride a bus?

If you rode a bus, was it a school bus or a commercial bus (for instance, the Harmony Short Line, which operated from about 1940 to 1961)?

If you were on school staff, what was your position, and when did you serve?

If you were a student, who were your teachers?  If you were on staff, who were the teachers and staff members when you were there?

Kindergarten:

1st grade:

2nd grade:

3rd grade:

4th grade:

5th grade:

6th grade:

Art:

Music:

Reading:

Physical Education:

Spanish:

Principal:

Secretary:

Nurse:

Custodian:

Did you have a favorite teacher?  Who and why?

Did you have a favorite student?  Who and why?

What are your memories of interactions with your principal (and not just getting spanked)?  Did Mr. Ripper welcome you to school with a hug?  Did Mr. Podraski tell you a joke?

Where did you eat lunch, and what did you have?

What games did you play at recess?

Did you ever raise or lower the flag?

Did you serve on the Safety Patrol?  In what grades?

Did you belong to one of the Scouting groups?

What unit?

When and where did you meet?

Did you ever get in trouble?  Confession is good for the soul.

Do any of the following spark any memories (and if so, what)?

Halloween parties and parades.

Dances.

Christmas pageants, band concerts, special assemblies, movies in the auditorium, etc.

Valentines Day.

May Day.

Spelling Bees.

President’s Physical Fitness Tests.

Candy sales in the auditorium.

Sex education.

Birdville Art Exhibit.

Birdville Fun Fair.

Kennywood picnic.

Where there other special events at Birdville, and what were they?

What was the playground like?

What was the surrounding countryside like?

Did you ever ice skate on the tennis courts at Birdville, or play tennis there, or play on the ball fields, or play in the surrounding woods and fields?  What are your memories about that?

Did you participate in air-raid or nuclear attack drills?  What were they like?

Was there a dress code?  What was it like?

When were girls first allowed to wear pants?

When did you have your first male teacher at Birdville, who was he, and what did he teach?

Did you have art and/or music classes in your regular classroom, or was there a separate room for that?

If so, where was it?

Were there other classes for which you left your regular room, like reading, science, library, or physical education, and what are your memories about that?

Do you associate any historical events with your time at Birdville, like Pearl Harbor, or V-E Day, or Sputnik, or the Kennedy assassination, or space flights, or Stanley Hoss on the loose (19 September – 4 October 1969)?

Do you remember high school sporting events, like football games, being played in the field at Birdville before the Har-Brack field opened in 1936?

Well-known local band director Professor Enrico Colonna was hired to lead the Juvenile band at Birdville, sponsored by the school board, in 1928.  (The professor’s two sons also directed local juvenile bands, James in Freeport and Fred in Natrona.)  What was the Birdville Juvenile Band?

If you were at Birdville during the Typhoid outbreak in September of 1930, what are your memories of that?

Do you remember air mail pick-ups in the fields surrounding the school (1939-1949)? If so, what was that like?  Do you remember red planes or silver planes; single engine or dual engine? Can you remember specific locations of the pick-up apparatus?  Do you remember the neon-lighted night pick-up experiments in 1939?  

Did your class ever go on a field trip to watch the pick-up?  Did you bet your fellow students on the number of passes the plane would need to snag the mail?  Did you ever help carry mail bags into the field for air-mail pickup, or know of other students who did?  If so, what do you remember about that?

What, if anything, do you remember about the Birdville PTA, Boosters, and PTO; their officers, meetings, activities, et cetera?

Do you know when the PTA chapter was established at Birdville (maybe around 1947)?

If you were at Birdville during the addition of the cafeteria in 1948, what are your memories of that?

Do you remember open, exposed roof trusses in the auditorium, or were they covered with plaster, or were they completely obscured by an acoustic tile ceiling?

Do you remember when any of those changes may have taken place?

Do you remember skylights in the auditorium?

Do you remember the skylight blinds?

Do you remember when the skylights were tarred over (maybe sometime between 1948 and 1955)?

Were the second-floor corridors open to the auditorium?  (This refers to the sides only; the area around the balcony was always closed with a wall.)

Do you remember when they were closed off (maybe sometime between 1948 and 1957)?

When do you think the heating system switched from coal to gas (maybe around 1958)?

If you were at Birdville at the time of the Chicago school fire in December of 1958, what are your memories of that?

What changes to the building and/or fire drill procedures did you notice afterwards?

Did you attend after-school faculty tea parties at the Sheldon Park apartment of the art teacher, Lu Barrage (ca. 1956-1959), or any other faculty event?

Were the stairways open to the corridors, or closed off with glass walls and doors?

Do you remember when they were closed off (maybe shortly after 1958)?

The original windows in the oldest part of the building (toward Adams Street) were huge, wooden, tilt-open windows, which were later replaced with obscure glass block occasionally punctured with small, clear-glass, metal-framed operating sashes.

Which do you remember?

When do you think the change happened? (Sometime between 1958 and 1964.)

If you were at Birdville when the school was robbed (part of a rash of school robberies) in 1959, what are your memories of that?

Were the first-floor corridors open to the auditorium?  (This also refers to the sides only; the area under the balcony was always closed with a wall.)

Do you remember when they were closed off (maybe sometime between 1963 and 1966)?

After Harbrack and Tarentum merged to form the Highlands School District, the Heights Junior High School was converted to Heights Elementary, and many students were transferred there from Birdville at the start of the 1970-71 school year.  Where you one of those transferees?

What are your memories of being transferred, or of losing contact with friends who were transferred while you stayed at Birdville?

What do you remember about the subsidence event (1976)?

What do you remember about the Birdville Annex (grades 1-6 at Blessed Sacrament and kindergarten at either Fairmount or Heights from May to June 1976; grades 4-6 at Blessed Sacrament 1976-1977; grades 4-6 in C-wing at the Senior High School 1977-1981; grades 4-6 at the Intermediate High School 1981-1982; in 1982, 4th graders were returned to Birdville School, and grades 5-6 were sent to Grandview in Tarentum to be mixed in with the general student population)?  What are your memories about recess, physical education, lunch, frequent location changes, and interactions with other students in the rest of the building who were not part of the Birdville Annex?

Were there any special activities relating to the World Series in 1960, 1971 or 1979?

Were there any special activities relating to the Super Bowl in 1975, 1976, 1979, or 1980?

Alsco Park (the old PennSalt chemical dump in the field between Birdville School and Springhill Road) was identified by the EPA in 1981 as one of the 114 worst chemical dumps in the US, and was added to the list of sites to be cleaned up under “Superfund” legislation in 1983 (the actual cleanup would not happen until 1998-1998).  What are your memories of that, or of that field in general?

Sometime around 1982, a portion of the cafeteria was partitioned off into two separate classrooms (on the opposite end of the cafeteria from the kitchen).  The smaller of the two, on the playground side, may have been used as a music classroom, at least for a time, and the other one may have been the library.

When were these partitions added?

What were these rooms used for?

What do you remember about the closing of the school (1989)?

Do you have a favorite story?

What is your general impression of Birdville School?

of the building?

of the staff?

of the student body?

of the parents?

Do you have any photos, news clippings, or other documents pertaining to Birdville Elementary School that I could borrow?

If you graduated from Natrona High School, Har-Brack, or Highlands, who’s in charge of your class reunion committee?  (Please include contact information if you can.)

Please pass this questionnaire on to other former students and staff.

Please include contact information for other former students and staff, if you know of any.

